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NCSL legislators urge Congress to immediately reauthorize and 
modernize the Ryan White CARE Act 

 
 
Nashville – Sen. Bill Hardiman joined state legislators from five states today at the 
National Conference of State Legislatures to call for immediate congressional action on 
the Ryan White CARE Act.  The CARE Act, which expired last year, provides access to 
medical care and treatment for individuals infected with HIV/AIDS. 
 
HIV/AIDS is increasingly affecting minority and rural communities.  The U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention have reported almost 75 percent of newly reported 
HIV cases in the United States are among minorities.  Additionally, approximately 62 
percent of newly reported cases in Michigan are African American. 
 
“Too many patients are being penalized by the inaction of Congress,” said Hardiman, R-
Kentwood. “Congress must act and must act now to reauthorize and modernize the Ryan 
White Care Act.” 
 
Hardiman and colleagues from Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia and Florida said it is 
imperative federal resources included in the CARE Act go where the epidemic is taking 
place today.  Currently, the federal funding formulas do not provide equitable funding to 
women and minorities who are disproportionately being affected by HIV/AIDS.   
 
The bipartisan group of legislators spoke in unison regarding the immediate need for 
Senator Bill Frist and the United States Senate to take immediate action to pass the 
CARE Act.  The coalition highlighted that the reauthorization of the CARE Act provides 
an opportunity to depart from the status quo inequities and provide care to the neediest 
patients. 
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